Aural hematomas:
Underlying causes
The identification and treatment of any underlying disease
is essential when caring for Pets with an aural hematoma.
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Figure 1A

Distal aspect
of the pinna
A healthy ear is light pink and clean. There can be some yellow or brownish wax, but
a large amount of wax or crust is abnormal. There should be no redness or swelling
inside the ear.
Figure 1C

Figure 1D

Distal aspect
of the pinna
An aural hematoma is a collection of serosanguineous fluid between the auricular cartilage and the skin of the pinna on a dog or cat.
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Table 1: Dog Breeds Associated with PituitaryDependent Hyperadrenocorticism
and Adrenal Tumors*
Pituitary-Dependent
Hyperadrenocorticism

German Shepherds
Terriers
Beagles
Dachshunds
Poodles

the likelihood of bleeding problems that
cause aural hematomas to form.
A thorough history and complete physical examination are imperative before diag-

Adrenal Tumors

German Shepherds
Labrador Retrievers
Dachshunds
Poodles

nosing hypothyroidism. The veterinarian
must rule out the effects of nonthyroidal illnesses (hyperadrenocorticism, hypoadrenocorticism, diabetes mellitus or pyoderma)
that may depress the Pet’s thyroid hormone
concentration. The effects of these disease

*Source: Ettinger SJ, Feldman ED, eds. Textbook of Veterinary Internal Medicine:
Diseases of the Dog and Cat. 4th ed. Philadelphia, Pa: WB Saunders, 1995;1543.
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Treating recurrent ear infections and subse-
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quent aural hematomas is a more complex
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The pros and cons of the different surgi-

and topical medication. The formation of

cal techniques used to alleviate aural

aural hematomas can be multifactorial and

hematomas are discussed in Treating aural
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hematomas on page 32. But remember that

the client and veterinarian.

to offer complete care and help ensure the

At the time of diagnosis, a thorough his-

hematoma does not recur, veterinarians

tory and complete examination direct the

must also identify and treat any underlying

veterinarian to perform further diagnostics

causes of the hematoma’s formation.
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or an allergic condition. If the physical
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Treating aural
hematomas
Choose the appropriate technique and provide high-quality
care after the procedure to help Pets’ ears heal.
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Surgical treatment

most common physical

The goals of surgical intervention are to

injury of the pinna, and
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hematomas and produce successful out-

Pet is anesthetized) to rule out concurrent

comes for canine patients. These tech-
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